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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims : 

1-26. (Cancelled). 

27. (Currently Amended) A method of purchasing an appliance consuming electric 
power comprising the steps of: 

(a) obtaining by a user, from an appliance provide r, the app l iance prov i der be i ng 
separate from on electr i c power provider, an appliance at a special purchase price using a 
web page provided through a first communication line by a web page providing means of 
the appliance provider : 

(b) operating by the user the appliance obtained in step (a); 

(c) measuring bv a power management means installed at the home of the user, 
the value of the electric power consumed by the appliance when operating in step (b); 

(d) transmitting , through a second communication line, which is a communication 
line separate from the first communication line, from an automatic measurement means 
installed at the home of the user r the measurement value of the electric power consumed in 
step (c) to a computer database of an electric power provider ; 

(e) accumulating in the computer database the amount of power measured in 
step (c); 

(f) charging after installation of the appliance, the user by the e l ectr i c pow e r 
prov i der based on the accumulation in the computer database a predetermined fee for the 
amount of power accumulated in step (e) at a higher rate than a previous rate charged by 
the electric power provider for consumed electricity; and 

(g) providing , by the e l ectric power provider, through a third communication line 
which is a communication line separate from both the first communication line and the 
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second communicat ion line, based on the accumulation in the computer database, a portion 
of the calculated fee charged to the user in step (f) directly to the separate appliance 
provider to offset the special purchase price in step (a). 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 in which step (a) includes 
obtaining, from the appliance provider, the appliance at the special purchase price that is 
lower than a previous purchase price of the appliance; and 

step (f) includes charging the user the predetermined fee for the amount of power 
accumulated in step (e) at a higher rate than a conventional rate charged by the electric 
power provider for consumed electricity. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 in which step (c) includes 
installing a power management unit at the location of the appliance operating in step (b) to 
measure the power consumed by the appliance, and 

step (g) includes providing another portion of the calculated fee charged to the user 
to an installer of the power measurement unit. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 in which step (c) includes 
measuring the value of the electric power consumed by the appliance, when operating in 
step (b), separately from power consumed by other appliances being operated by the user. 

31. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein 
step (f) includes setting the predetermined fee in advance; and 

step (c) includes detecting an amount of electric power consumed by the appliance. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein 

step (b) includes operating the appliance for carrying out a predetermined operation 
by consuming electric power, and 

operating the appliance in an energy saving mode for reducing the consumed electric 

power. 
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33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein the appliance includes 
an energy saving controller; and 

step (a) includes obtaining by the user the appliance from the appliance provider and 
obtaining the energy saving controller from another provider, the other provider being 
different from the appliance provider; and 

step (g) includes providing by the electric power provider a portion of the calculated 
fee to at least one of the appliance provider and the other provider. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein 

step (e) includes storing information regarding a degree of energy savings of the 
appliance, and 

step (f) includes determining the predetermined fee based on the degree of energy 
savings of the appliance. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein 

step (d) includes preparing measurement information of the value of the electric 
power consumed and information of a degree of the energy savings of the appliance, and 

transmitting the information via a network. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherein 

step (b) includes installing the appliance, an automatic power measuring device for 
measuring the value of the electric power consumed by the appliance, and an energy saving 
controller at the home of the user, and 

step (e) includes installing a device for accumulating the amount of power measured 
in the database at a location of the electric power provider. 

37. (Currently Amended) A method of purchasing an appliance consuming electric 
power comprising the steps of: 
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(a) obtaining by a user, from an appliance provider , the opp l ioncc prov i der be i ng 
seporate from on e l ectr i c power prov i der, an appliance operable in either (a) a first mode 
using a previous rate charged by the electric power provider for the amount of power 
consumed by the appliance, or (b) a second mode using a higher rate than the previous rate 
charged by the electric power provider for the amount of power consumed by the appliance 
by us ing a web page provided through a first communication line bv a web oaae providing 
means of the appliance provider ; 

(b) operating by the user the appliance obtained in step (a) in the second mode; 

(c) measuring bv a powe r management means installed at the home of the user r 
the value of the electric power consumed by the appliance when operating in step (b); 

(d) transmitting, throu gh a second communication line which is a communication 
line separate from the first c ommunication line from an automatic measurement means 
installed at the home of the user, the measurement value of the electric power consumed in 
step (c) to a computer database of an electric power provider ; 

(e) accumulating in the computer database the amount of power measured in 
step (c); 

(f) charging, after installation of the appliance, the user by the electric power 
Pfovtdef, based on the accumulat ion in the computer database a predetermined fee for the 
amount of power accumulated in step (e) at the higher rate than the previous rate charged 
by the electric power provider for consumed electricity; 

(g) providing , by the electric power provider through a third communication line 
which is a communication line separate from both the first communication line and the 
second communication line, bas ed on the accumulation in the computer database , a portion 
of the calculated fee charged to the user in step (f) directly to the separate appliance 
provider to offset a special purchase price provided to the user for operating the appliance in 
the second mode, and 

(h) providing the user the special purchase price for obtaining the appliance from 
the appliance provider, the special purchase price being lower than a previous purchase 
price of the appliance. 
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38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 wherein 

step (c) includes detecting that the user is operating the appliance in the second 

mode. 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 wherein the appliance includes 
an energy saving controller; and 

step (a) includes obtaining by the user the appliance from the appliance provider and 
obtaining the energy saving controller from another provider, the other provider being 
different from the appliance provider; and 

step (g) includes providing by the electric power provider a portion of the calculated 
fee to at least one of the appliance provider and the other provider. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 wherein 

step (e) includes storing information regarding a degree of energy savings of the 
appliance, and 

step (f) includes determining the predetermined fee based on the degree of energy 
savings of the appliance. 

41. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 wherein 

step (d) includes preparing measurement information of the value of the electric 
power consumed and information of a degree of the energy savings of the appliance, and 

transmitting the information via a network. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 wherein 

step (b) includes installing the appliance, an automatic power measuring device for 
measuring the value of the electric power consumed by the appliance, and an energy saving 
controller at the home of the user, and 

step (e) includes installing a device for accumulating the amount of power measured 
in the database at a location of the electric power provider. 
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43. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 including the step of: 

displaying at the home of the user the predetermined fee for the amount of power 
accumulated at the higher rate than the previous rate charged by the electric power 
provider for the consumed electricity. 

44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 wherein 

step (b) includes sensing presence of a human body in the home of the user, and 
operating the appliance after sensing the presence of the human body. 

45. (New) A power consumption system comprising: 

a terminal apparatus connected to a first communication line, used by a user; 

a manufacturer side system of a manufacturer that sells a special price apparatus 
which is set in advance so as to consume power at a special price, the manufacturer side 
system having a web page providing means connected to said first communication line, 
providing a web page for receiving an order of said special price apparatus from said 
terminal apparatus through said first communication line; 

a power management means installed at the home of said user, detecting that a user 
is utilizing said special price apparatus and measuring the amount of power consumed by 
said special price apparatus if the user has purchased and is utilizing said special price 
apparatus; 

an automatic measurement means installed at the home of said user, transmitting 
measured amount of power consumed to a second communication line, which is a 
communication line separate from said first communication line; 

a power company side system in a management center of a power company, having 
a database for accumulating said measured amount of power consumed which is 
transmitted from said automatic measurement means through said second communication 
line, a fee charging means charging a fee for said measured amount of power consumed 
which is accumulated in said database by making an addition to the fee at a higher rate 
than a rate for power consumed of other appliances used by said user, and payment means 
paying at least a part of said added fee to said manufacturer that has sold said special price 
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exclusive apparatus through a third communication line, which is a communication line 
separate from both said first communication line and said second communication line. 

46. (New) A program for a computer comprising: 

a web page providing means providing a web page for receiving an order of a special 
price apparatus from a terminal apparatus through a first communication line; 

a power management means detecting that a user is utilizing said special price 
apparatus and measuring the amount of power consumed by said special price apparatus if 
the user has purchased and is utilizing said special price apparatus; 

an automatic measurement means transmitting said measured amount of power 
consumed to a second communication line which is a communication line separate from said 
first communication line; 

a database accumulating said measured amount of power consumed which is 
transmitted from said automatic measurement means through said second communication 
line, 

a fee charging means charging a fee for said measured amount of power consumed 
which is accumulated in said database by making an addition to the fee at a higher rate 
than a rate for power consumed by other appliances; 

and a payment means paying at least a part of said added fee to said manufacturer 
that has sold said special price apparatus through a third communication line which is a 
communication line separate from both said first communication line and said second 
communication line. 
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